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NOMINATIONS 


NOMINATION OF GEN. LYMAN L. LEMNITZER FOR APPOINT- 
MENT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 





SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1960 


U.S. SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:30 a.m., in room 212, 
Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senators Russell (presiding), Stennis, Ervin, Thurmond, 
Bartlett, Cannon, Saltonstall, Smith of Maine, Case, and Bush. 

Also present: Harry L. Wingate, Jr., chief clerk; Herbert S. Atkin- 
son, assistant chief clerk; William H. Darden, T. Edward Braswell, 
and Gordon A. Nease of the committee staff. 


NOMINATIONS 


Chairman Russeiui. The committee will come to order. 

The meeting this morning will be open for the consideration of the 
nomination of Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer for appointment as Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and of Gen. George Henry Decker for 
appointment as Chief of Staff of the Army for a term of 2 years, to 
succeed General Lemnitzer. 

Neither of these nominations has been before the committee for 
the 7 days prescribed by our rules, and our action on reporting these 
nominations will be subject to the lapse of that period of time. 

As a matter of fact, our precedents do not require an appearance 
by General Lemnitzer since he appeared before the committee at the 
time of his nomination as Chief of Staff of the Army. 

We have, however, invited nominees to appear when there was the 
desire of any member of the committee to have them come before 
the committee. 

In this instance, I had no opportunity to determine whether any 
member desired General Lemnitzer to be available for questioning, 
and that is the reason, General, I asked you here this morning. 

We are pleased to have you here, General Lemnitzer. I have no 
questions whatever to submit to General Lemnitzer. At this point 
I would like to insert in the record the nomination reference and 
biographical information concerning General Lemnitzer. 

(The information is as follows:) 
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NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT 


In Executive Session, 
SENATE OF THE UNITED Sratgs 
August 15 (legislative day, August 11), 1960 
Ordered, That the following nomination be referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services: 
General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, United States Army, for appointment as Chair. 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for a term of two years, vice General Nathan F 
Twining, United States Air Force effective with his retirement. t 


Gen. Lyman Louis LEMNITZER 


Lyman L. Lemnitzer was born in Honesdale, Pa., on August 29, 1899. He 
graduated from Honesdale High School in June 1917, and the following vear 
entered the U.S. Military Academy, graduating in 1920. His assignments from 
that time until the outbreak of World War II alternated between duty with 
troops and service as student and instructor at Army schools. As a member of 
the Coast Artillery rifle team, he became known as one of the Army’s outstanding 
rifle marksmen, winning the National Team Gold Medal, the First Place Gold 
Medal in the Philippine Department, and the Distinguished Marksman’s Badge. 
He completed 2 tours at Fort Mills, Corregidor, Philippine Islands; he was twice 
assigned to the U.S. Military Academy as an instructor in the Department of 
Natural and Experimental Philosophy; and, following his graduation from the 
Command and General Staff School in 1936, he served 3 years as an instructor of 
tactics at the Coast Artillery School, Fort Monroe, Va. 

As a member of the last prewar class at the Army War College (1940), he began 
establishing a firm reputation as a thorough and imaginative planner. In con- 
sequence, with the beginning of the expansion of the U.S. Army, early in 1941 he 
was recalled from duty with an antiaircraft artillery brigade at Camp Stewart, 
Ga., to an assignment with the War Plans Division of the War Department General 
Staff. In this position, and during succeeding months with General Headquarters, 
U.S. Army and Headquarters, Army Ground Forces, he took part in the planning 
for mobilization and training of the huge wartime Army and for the projected 
landings in North Africa, known as Operation TORCH. 

August 1942 found him in England as the commanding general of the 34th 
Antiaircraft Artillery Brigade. His intimate familiarity with the plans for the 
forthcoming North African operation, however, promptly led to his assignment 
to General Eisenhower’s Allied Force Headquarters. Here, although retaining 
command of his brigade, he was designated Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans 
and Operations, charged with directing the final, detailed preparations for the 
landings and the operations in north Africa. In this capacity he accompanied 
Gen. Mark W. Clark as second in command of the dramatic secret submarine 
mission to contact friendly French officials 3 weeks prior to the landings and smooth 
the way for Allied invasion forces. For his participation in this mission, he won 
the Legion of Merit (degree of officer). 

After a brief return to England, General Lemnitzer moved to north Africa as 
a member of General Eisenhower’s staff. In January 1943 he was assigned as 
deputy chief of staff to Gen. Mark Clark in Morocco during the early phases of 
the organization of 5th Army. Resuming active command of his brigade in late 
February 1943, he led it through the Tunisian campaign and the early landing 
phases of the Sicilian campaign. 

General Lemnitzer’s service during the remainder of the war was as U.S. 
deputy chief of staff and chief of staff to Gen. (later field marshal) Sir Harold 
Alexander, who was first the commander in chief of the 15th Army Group and 
later the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean. In addition, General 
Lemnitzer served as chief of staff to the commanding general of the (U.S.) Mediter- 
ranean theater of operations. Under Sir Harold Alexander, General Lemnitzer 
took part in the negotiations with Marshal Badoglio which led to the capitulation 
of Italy, in the discussions with Marshal Tito and with Soviet Marshal Tolbukhin 
for the coordination of the final military operations by the Yugoslav and Russian 
armed forces against the German armies in Southern Europe. In March 1945 
General Lemnitzer entered Switzerland in civilian clothes, charged with manage 
ment of the discussions with German representatives which resulted in the 
unconditional surrender of the German armed forces in Italy and southern 
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Austria. In discharging these responsible and important functions, he earned 
a reputation as an able negotiator and military diplomat. : ; 

General Lemnitzer’s skill as a planner was put to immediate use following the 
war when he was designated as the senior Army member of the Joint Strategic 
Survey Committee of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in Washington, D.C. He next 
became Deputy Commandant of the National War College, playing a key part 
in the establishment of that Agency for the highest level of joint military educa- 
tion. At this time, he also served as head of the U.S. delegation to the Military 
Committee of the Five (Brussels Pact) Powers in London, helping to pave the 
way for the establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. He 
assisted in the presentation of the NATO Treaty to the Senate for ratification. 

On the strength of his experience as a military diplomat, he next was named the 
first Director of the Office of Military Assistance, under Secretary of Defense 
James Forrestal. In this capacity he played a key role in establishing the military 
assistance program, which has provided a major element in the free world’s 
mutual security activities. 

Returning to duty with troops, in 1950 General Lemnitzer qualified as a 
parachutist, at the age of 51, and assumed command of the 11th Airborne Division, 
at Fort Campbell, Ky. A year later he went to Korea, commanding the 7th 
Infantry Division in the Battles of Heartbreak Ridge, the Punch Bowl, and 
Mundung-ni Valley, and in the fighting in the Chorwon Valley, winning the 
Silver Star for conspicuous gallantry. 

Back in the United States in 1952, he was named the Army’s Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Plans and Research. During this same period, he was the Army’s 
associate member of the Kelly Committee To Study the Defense of North America 
Against Atomic Attack, and a member of the Secretary of the Army’s Advisory 
Committee on Army Organization. 

General Lemnitzer returned to the Far East in March 1955, assuming command 
of the U.S. Army Forces, Far East and the 8th U.S. Army. Shortly thereafter, 
on the departure of Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor to become Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 
General Lemnitzer was named commander in chief of the United Nations and Far 
East Commands and Governor of the Ryukyu Islands. In this position, he 
maintained the defensive strength of United Nations forces against any resumption 
of hostilities in Korea, directed the buildup of the military effectiveness of the 
Republic of Korea armed forces and the Japanese self-defense forces, and en- 
couraged the improvement of economic and military stability throughout that 
area of the world. 

In July 1957 he took up new duties, as Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. Among 
his activities of special note during this period were his influential role in the final 
decision made regarding the relationship between the National Aeronautics and 
Space Agency and the space research facilities of the Army, and his participation 
as U.S. military representative at the meetings, in London and Karachi, of the 
Military Committee of the Baghdad Pact organization. 

In March 1959 General Lemnitzer was named to succeed Gen. Maxwell D. 
Taylor as Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, and assumed his new duties on July 1, 1959. 


PERSONAL DATA 


Date and place of birth: August 29, 1899, Honesdale, Pa. 

Parents: Father: William L. Lemnitzer; mother: Hannah (Blockberger) 
Lemnitzer (both parents deceased). 

Marriage: Date: November 6, 1923; wife: Katherine Mead Tryon, of Honesdale, 
Pa.; children: Lois Katherine (wife of Capt. Henry E. Simpson, USA) and Capt. 
William L., USA. 

EDUCATION 

U.S. Military Academy, 1920. 
war Coast Artillery School, officers’ basic course, 1921; battery officers’ course, 

31. 

Command and General Staff School, 1936. 

Army War College, 1940. 
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LIST OF CITATIONS AND DECORATIONS 


Distinguished Service Medal (with oak leaf cluster) 

Silver Star ‘ 

Legion of Merit (degree of officer) 

Legion of Merit 

Medalha de Guerra (Brazil) 

Grand Star of Military Merit (Chile) 

Grand Officer of the Order of Boyaca (Colombia) 

Medal for Military Merit, Ist class (Czechoslovakia) 

Order of Melnik (Ethiopia) 

Legion of Honor, degree of officer (France) 

Croix de Guerre, with palm (France) 

Honorary Companion of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath (Great Britain) 

Honorary Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (Great 
Britain) 

Military Order of Merit (Italy) 

Cavalier of the Great Cross, Royal Crown of Italy (Italy) 

Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun (Japan) 

Order of Military Merit Taeguk (Korea) 

Order of Military Merit Taeguk (with gold star) (Korea) 

Presidential Unit Citation (Korea) 

Gold Cross of Merit (with swords) (Poland) 

Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant (Thailand) 

Royal Order of the White Eagle, class II (Yugoslavia) 


QUALIFICATION BADGES 


Distinguished marksman 
Parachutist 
PERSONAL BACKGROUND MATERIAL 

Interests and hobbies.—General Lemnitzer’s pastimes include golf, fishing, pho- 
tography, and corresponding with his many friends around the world. As a cadet 
at the U.S. Military Academy, he was catcher on the Army baseball team, and 
has maintained an enthusiastic interest in that sport. During the early years of 
his career he was known as one of the Army’s outstanding marksmen. 

Group affiliations.—General Lemnitzer is a 33d degree Mason and a Shriner. 
He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. He is a member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Honesdale, Pa. 

Honors other than military.— Doctor of military science, University of Maryland; 
doctorate of humanities, University of the Ryukyus; doctor of laws, University 
of Scranton. 

Chairman Russe. If any members of the committee have any 
questions, | shall be very happy to permit them to ask them. 

Senator Bush? 

Senator Busu. Mr. Chairman. 

General, would you outline for us what you conceive the duties of 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs to be? I am thinking more of his 
authority than his general duties, and I am thinking of the Reorgani- 
zation Act of 1958. 

One of my colleagues on this committee and I had a friendly argu- 
ment yesterday about the extent of the authority of the Chairman, 
which you are to be. 

So I agreed that we would ask you to comment on what your con- 
ception is of the authority of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 


60244—60——_2 
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STATEMENT OF GEN. LYMAN L. LEMNITZER, NOMINEE Fop 
APPOINTMENT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


General Lemnirzer. In general, as I see the duties of the Chairman 
he is the manager, the executive of the Joint Chiefs of Staff organiza: 
tion which includes the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Staff. 

He sees to it that the administrative matters of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff are handled expeditiously and effectively. 

He presides over the meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Senator Busu. What are his voting privileges in the meetings? 

General Lemnirzer. He does not in the real sense use a vote. 

I understand that this is a much-discussed question. I do not 
think it is too important a question, because in the conduct of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff activities his views are sought by the Secretary 
of Defense and he is an adviser, of course, to both the Secretary of 
Defense and to the Commander in Chief, the President. ° 

I have participated in the Joint Chiefs of Staff activities for 
number of years, and the question of voting really does not have the 
significance that most people attribute to it. 

If a Chief of Staff has a difference of opinion, whether he is in the 
minority or part of the majority, he has a right to present his case to 
the Secretary of Defense and, if need be, to the President. 

Senator Busy. Under this last Reorganization Act, did we not 
designate the Chairman as the chief military adviser, or some such 
thing? 

General Lemnitrzer. Adviser to the Secretary of Defense? 

Senator Busy. Yes. That is by law, is it not? 

General Lemnirzer. I think that, in essence, is the provision. 

Senator Busu. Is that not right, may I ask members of the staff? 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are the principal military advisers to the President, 
the National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense (10 U.S.C. 141(b)). 

General LeEMNitzER. But it does not in any way diminish the 
responsibilities of the members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff or preclude 
them from advising the Secretary and the Commander in Chief of 
their respective views. 

Senator Busux. It does not preclude them? 

General Lemnitzer. It does not. 

Senator Busu. Having direct access? 

General Lemnitzer. They do have direct access; yes, sir. 

Senator Busx. Do you think that is appropriate? 

General Lemnitzer. I think it is not only appropriate, I think it is 
very necessary. 

Senator Busn. Each of the Joint Chiefs should have that direct 
approach to the Secretary? 

General Lemnitzer. I think it is one of the fundamentals of our 
system, Senator. In order to define that a little bit more precisely, 
if there is a difference of opinion—and there frequently is in matters 
of the importance and complexity that are handled by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff—I do not subscribe to the view that the different 
opinions of the various Chiefs of Staff should be presented to the 
Secretary of Defense or the President by the Chairman. 

I much prefer, and I heartily endorse, the presentation of views at 
this level by the military head of the service himself. 
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Senator SALTONSTALL. What was that last statement, General? 

General Lemnitzer. That each Chief of Staff present his views in 
advocating his position personally to the Secretary of Defense or to 
the Commander in Chief, whichever the case may be. 

| think this is a key factor and a very important point. 

Senator Busu. General, what advantages do you see have accrued 
to the defense organization since the passage of this act of 1958? 

You have been here all that time since then? 

General LemNnitTzER. Yes; I have. I was not Chief of Staff of the 
Army for the entire period, but I have now been Chief of Staff for 
more than a year. 

Senator BusuH. Yes. ; 

General Lemnitzer. For a little over a year now, and before that 
I acted as Vice Chief of Staff to General Taylor and participated in 
many of the Joint Chiefs of Staff activities. 

Senator Busu. I recall that. 

General LeMNniTzER. So the advantages, I think, are these: 

It very clearly defines the channels of command from the Com- 
mander in Chief through the Secretary of Defense to the Joint Chiefs 
to the unified commanders. These channels are now very clear cut 
and definite, and thereby make the responsiveness of our military 
organization much more effective than it had been before. 

The act did put the Joint Chiefs of Staff into operational business, 
whereas they had previously been devoting their time and effort pri- 
marily to planning activities. 

This, in my opinion, was a major change. The Joint Chiefs of 
Staff are now in operations, whereas previously they were not. 

The act actually changed the previous pattern of operations, in 
which the military departments were the executive agents for the 
yarious unified commands, 

Specifically, General Norstad is the commander in chief of our 
European Command. Previously the Department of the Army was 
designated as his executive agent in the Department of Defense. 

We in the Army, acting as his executive agent assisted the European 
Command in processing its papers, following through on them, pro- 
viding the necessary information on matters under consideration and 
we were really the advocate of the European Command within the 
Defesne Department. 

The Reorganization Act eliminated the role of the military depart- 
ments as executive agents and put the operations ci in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff organization. It was a major change. I think 
the other system worked. Both systems can work. This one, in my 
opinion, is working well. 

Senator Busy. Now it is said that the Secretary of Defense has 
availed himself of his connection with the Joint Chiefs by sitting in 
at their meetings from time to time. 

That he has done, has he not? 

General Lemnitzer. He has, but I would like to make it clear that 
he does not sit in regular meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

He does, however, frequently meet with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I 
feel that this has accomplished a great deal in improving and speeding 
up the operation. 

Previously, there was a tendency, I felt, for problems to remain 
unresolved longer than they should. Under the new organization 








8 NOMINATIONS—GENERALS L. L. LEMNITZER AND G. H. DECKER 


and procedures, and particularly under Secretary Gates, when there 
are differences of opinion that appear to be unresolvable within the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff organization, the issues are clearly defined; the 
Secretary is notified of the situation by the Chairman; the necessary 
position papers are presented to him; and then he meets with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and each of the Chiefs expresses his own views 
on the issue at hand. 

Sometimes Secretary Gates takes the problem under further study 

Sometimes he makes a decision right there. 

So I believe that the great advance that has been made is in dealings 
with controversial problems and issues more quickly, resolving them, 
providing a decision, and getting on with the business. 

Senator Busu. Facilitating decisions promptly? 

General LemnitzerR. Very much so, yes, sir. 

Senator Busu. Do you contemplate, as Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, making any recommendations toward further unification of 
the Services? 

General Lemnirzer. At the present time I do not. I believe that 
the total impact of the latest Reorganization Act is not yet clearly 
apparent. ; 

It has taken a long time to build up the Joint Staff to the level which 
is required. I do not at this moment contemplate any recommenda- 
tions on further unification. I think that there are ample authorities 
within the present status of the Defense Reorganization Act to provide 
anything that I might have in mind. 

Personally, I do not have any reorganizational changes in mind nov. 
This is not to say that if | do become Chairman I will not come up 
with a recommendation if, based on my experience as Chairman, I see 
indications that further steps are required or deemed necessary. 

But I wish to make it clear that at the present time I have no 
recommendations for further reorganization. 

Senator Busu. Thank you, General. 

Chairman Russet. I would like to say, in my opinion, that the 
Secretary of Defense can do anything he wants to in the Department 
of Defense at the present time under the powers conferred on him by 
the act of 1958. 

What is wrong down there can’t be blamed on lack of power vested 
in the Secretary of Defense. It is there. He can take almost any 
step he wants to, except he cannot abolish the name of the Navy, the 
name of the Army, and the name of the Air Force. 

And also, General, while it was erroneously not printed in the 
codification of the act, in 1958, we did confer the vote on the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs. 

Senator Busy. That was my recollection. 

Chairman Russett. So you have that vote if you are confirmed. 
That is one of the amendments that took place in 1958, to more 
tightly knit the Department of Defense. 

Any further questions? 

SenaTOR SatronstaLL. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one question. 

Senator Bush has asked you, General, some questions regarding 
the 1958 act. May I say this before asking my question. 

As one who has dealt with you on mutual security matters and, 
more lately, with the Army matters, I am confident that you will 
make a very diplomatic and good administrative Chairman of the 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff, and you have a sound knowledge of military 
matters. ; ’ 

My question is this: 

Secretary Gates came out with an order the other day regarding 
integration and putting powers of planning in the hands of General 
Power for the initial D-day or whatever you call it, initial attack. 

Now, the question that came to my mind, as a civilian and as a 
member of this committee for some years: 

Will the Joint Staff under the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
be coordinated, if you will, or work in sympathy with the staff that 
General Power creates so that there will not be duplication of effort, 
and so that 400-man staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will have work 
to do and not duplicate the work of General Power in any way, and 
not run into conflict with those two staffs? 

General LemnirzerR. As Secretary Gates explained, there will be 
a liaison group from the Joint Staff with General Power’s joint 
organization. ; 

Senator SALTONSTALL. You approve of the plan? 

General Lemnirzer. I do, indeed. There will be a liaison group 
from the Joint Staff with General Power. There will be a great deal 
of passage of information back and forth between the two staffs. 
This will be absolutely essential if the Joint Chiefs are to maintain 
contact and be in touch with what is going on. Consequently if 
problems arise during the preparation of these very important plans 
which are involved, they can be resolved then, and the work can 
proceed, 

The liaison group will include some of the best people that the 
Joint Staff can provide. 

Actually we have already moved on this one. I do not regard it 
as duplication. 1 regard it as necessary liaison to keep the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff informed on what is going on in the development. of 
these important plans which General Power is preparing for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Senator Satronstauu. The difference between integration and 
coordination, as near as I can understand it as a civilian, would be 
plans being made at the top and handed down, rather than an arrange- 
ment where the various staffs would coordinate their plans, and send 
them up. 

Is that an understatement or oversimplification? 

General Lemnirzer. I think both are involved in this particular 
operation, Senator Saltonstall. 

General Power will have an integrated staff. In addition to repre- 
sentatives from the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, he 
will have representatives from the Joint Staff, and he will also have 
with him representatives of each of our unified commanders, who 
have a role in this operation. 

That is an integrated staff. The plans which they prepare will be 
coordinated as appropriate with the unified commands all over the 
world and with the Strategic Air Command. 

It is also coordinated policywise with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who, 
under this particular arrangement have the responsibility for preparing 
policy upon which the plans are based. 

_ Now, when we speak of an integrated operation plan, it is integrated 
in this sense: 
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Each of the agencies involved, that is, each of the commande 
who would participate in the execution of this plan knows the part 
that he plays in relation to the role that is being played by the othe 
unified commanders, and the part he executes as a part of the whole 
plan. 

Senator SattonsTauu. And the final decision is General Power's? 

General Lemnitzer. No, sir. 

Chairman RusseE.u. Oh, no. 

General Lemnirzer. No, sir. 

Senator SALTONSTALL. I mean the final plan. 

Chairman RussE.u. No. 

General Lemnitzrer. General Power—— 

Senator SatronstaLL. Who has the final decision? 

General Lemnirzer. The final approval is in the hands of the 
Secretary of Defense. 

Senator SALTONSTALL. I agree with that. 

General Lemnirzer. Yes, sir. 

Senator SaALToNsTaALL. But I mean that is the Secretary of Defense 
after discussion with the Joint Chiefs of Staff. But if you were 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and General Power differs, the 
final decision is General Power’s, is it not? 

General LemnirzER. No, sir; it is not. 

As Secretary Gates pointed out in his press conference, General 
Power really wears two hats. In preparing the plans which we are 
discussing, he operates apart from his role as commander in chief of 
the Strategic Air Command. 

He is functioning as a director of plans directly under the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

He is preparing these plans for the Joint Chiefs of Staff who will 
examine them, review them, and then make their recommendations 
to the Secretary of Defense for final approval. 

Chairman Russeti. As I understand it, General, he submits them 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

They can accept them in part or all of it, or reject it completely, 
and draw their own plans, and then submit it to the Secretary of 
Defense for approval. 

General Lemnirzer. That is correct. 

Senator SaLronstai. I did not quite have that understanding. 

Now, just one other question, General Lemnitzer. 

It would not, in your mind, this new concept and this responsibility 
of General Power with his two hats, create too much of a Maginot 
Line complex, would it? 

Do you know what I mean by that? Too much of a fixed thing 
that cannot be changed? 

General LemnirzeEr. I do, Senator, and I do not think that there 
will be any tendency at all to create such a fixed policy that cannot 
be changed—none whatsoever. 

Senator SatronstTaLL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Russet. Any further questions? 

Senator Stennis. Mr. Chairman, I just have one question, if I may. 

General, I think it is a tribute to you gentlemen that operate as the 
Joint Chiefs that you get along as well as you do under the system you 
have, and particularly with reference to the Chairman not having more 
authority. I do not think it could operate unless there were very able 
men in there. 
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But I have a concept that the Chairman is frequently used as chief 
adviser to the President. Does that include your thinking, too? 

General LrMNITzER. Yes, sir. 

Senator STENNIS. I do not raise any point at all of a critical nature, 
but I assume that in your case or in any case we are going to have a 
new President, and you would confer with him about his choice, of 
course, if you happen not to be it. 

What is the situation about that now? 

[ do not raise any point except I assume that that is a matter of 
comity. I would not want anything to come up here with a new 
President wanting a new chairman of the Joint Chiefs and could not 
getit. That is my point. HOM; 

General LemMNitTzER. No, sir; I think it would be entirely up to the 
new President. 

Senator STENNIS. Entirely up to the new President, whoever 
he may be? 

General LEMNITzER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Srennis. I think an understanding like that now would 
keep down anything except the very highest level of thinking later 
on, on the part of the new President, whether you or anyone else is 
involved. 

General LemnitzER. I would say it was entirely up to the new 
President, subject to the will of the Congress. 

Senator STENNIS. What was that, General? 

General LeMNiTzER. Subject to the will of the Senate. 

Chairman Russet. The power of confirmation in the Senate. 

Of course, the constitutional Commander in Chief could remove 
not only members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, but the commanding 
generals of every military organization. 

Senator Stennis. Of course. More than one had asked me about 
that situation, and I assured them it was not involved at all. 

General Lemnirzer. That is right. 

Senator STENNIS. Because at that level, why, it is at the pleasure 
of the President always. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator SmirH. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the general one question. 

General, if I understood you correctly, there is sufficient authoriza- 
tion to permit any member of the Joint Chiefs, and the Chairman, of 
course, to go to the Secretary of Defense on points that they differ on. 

Does that authorization extend to the Chief Executive? 

General LEMNITZER. Yes, it does. And, as a matter of fact, before 
you came in, we had discussed this point. I regard it as a very impor- 
tant right and a duty of a Chief of Staff to have access to either the 
Secretary of Defense or the Commander in Chief. 

Senator SmirH. Thank you very much. 

Chairman RussE.u. Senator Case. 

Senator Case. General Lemnitzer, first, before I ask a question, I 
want to say this: 

That my general reaction, when I read that you were selected by 
the President as successor to General Twining, was that it pleased me. 

My contacts with you in the past have indicated that you are a 
man in whom we can have a great deal of confidence. So when | 
ask this question, it is not an adverse question. It is to give you an 
opportunity, rather, to make a comment, if you care to do so. 
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In Newsweek for August 22, 1960, in the “Periscope, Washington 
r ” sa ° 
lrends,” I read this: 


Look for Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer to put the foot soldier back in the sun wh 
he takes over from General Twining as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, - 

Lemnitzer won’t neglect nuclear weapons, but he is known to favor a trend 
away from the massive-retaliation concept put across by Ike’ 


s first defense ef 
Adm. Arthur Radford. ef, 
That is the forecast, at least, of Pentagon officials who have observed Lemnitzer 
during his tenure as Army Chief of Staff. A 


General Lemnirzer. That is pure speculation, and, if there is any 
implication of partisanship in it, it is not accurate. 

I feel that the foot soldier does not need to be put back in the sun. 
He has always been in a position of great responsibility, and his role 
has not diminished. 

This article is speculation and I have no idea what its sources were 
but I do not particularly appreciate it. As Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, I would have no service affiliation, Senator. I would 
deal with all of the services in exactly the same way and apply my 
best judgment to problems as they arise. 

As Chief of Staff of the Army, and throughout my service, I have 
been an ardent advocate of the role of the Army and the importance 
of the mission of the Army, and naturally | still feel that way today, 

But, as C hairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I would not advocate 
any one service position over any other service position. I would 
like to make that very clear. 

Now, with regard to the term massive retaliation, which is used in 
the article, I regard the development of the retaliatory force one of 
our prime requirements. I always have, and, indeed, the Army 
always has. n 

It is a part of our national strategy and I think a very essential 
part, ever since the Soviet Union developed nuclear weapons. But 
it is not the only facet or requirement of our baititiady strategy, nor 
should it be. 

[ happen to believe that we should be prepared to meet successfully 
any—I repeat the word “any’’—type of aggression on the part of the 
Soviet Union in a military sense, whether it is in the form of a general 
war of global or nuclear nature, a limited war or smalle 
indeed, in the cold war. 

I feel strongly that we need a balanced capability that can react 
promptly and effectively to any aggressive move on the part of the 
enemy. 

And, finally, we need a capability that can win, so that the United 
States can prevail in the end. 

Senator Case. General Lemnitzer, I did not bring up the matter 
with the idea of needling you on the aspects respecting service rivalry. 

General Lemnirzer. Senator, | am happy that you raised it, be- 
cause I think this is a very ood time to get it out on the table and 
clarify my views on it. 

Senator Casz. I-thought it was in view of the fact that Newsweek 
has a national circulation and, undoubtedly, many people read this 
and put various interpretations on it. 

Some people would put the interpretation that it indicated that you 
might have a favoritism for the Army. Personally, I do not think 
that that is the most important interpretation that could be put 
upon it, although there is that aspect of it, and | am glad that you 
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took the opportunity to throw cold water on any idea that you have 
any favoritism as far as services are concerned. 

The other aspect of it, I think, is more important, and personally, I 
am well pleased with your answer in that you speak of the need for a 
balanced force, and you indicated the need for retaliatory capacity 
in the field, in whatever field it might be necessary to protect the 
security of the United States. 

But having said that, I also want to say—and this is a personal 
expression , SO far as | am concerned—that I hope that it also indicates 
that you would not be the first to use a nuclear weapon. 

[ have a feeling that there has been too much thinking in parts of 
our defense setup around the world, and I have in mind briefings that 
[have had in various parts of the world—there has been in certain 
quarters, I think, too much of the feeling that if any aggression took 
place, regardless of its character or its size, that the thing to do would 
be to drag out the A-bomb or the H-bomb. 

[ spoke recently, Mr. Chairman, at the ceremonies where they 
raised a Titan shell out near Ellsworth Base in my own State where 
they are putting in a Titan squadron, and I took occasion to say at 
that time that | thought that the Titan and other similar ICBM’s 
would be most successful if they never had to be used. 

[ used the illustration of how the B-36 had been phased out without 
ever being used in the hot war, and said I regarded it as just as success- 
ful for its era as the B-17 and B—29 had been. 

I think the fact that we got through the era of the B—36 without 
having to use it in a hot war or an actual bombing was the best testi- 
mony to its effectiveness. 

I have the same feeling with regard to ICBM’s and the whole class 
of nuclear weapons: that if we do not have to use a nuclear weapon, 
that that will be the best tribute to the success of the nuclear family 
of weapons. 

So I am glad to hear you say that you believe in a balanced force, 
which, I assume, means maintaining a striking power with the Marine 
Corps, a striking power with STRAC, which would take care of in- 
cipient conflicts or brush wars without leading us into an all-out nuclear 
war. 

General LemnitzmR. I share your view, Senator, and the hope that 
we will not have to use these weapons. 

But we are not always in a position of determining whether or not 
they will have to be used or not. We are up against a very difficult 
and dangerous security situation, and that will depend largely upon 
what the enemy does. 

But I do share your view and hope that we can resolve our problems 
without the use of these weapons. 

Now, as Chief of Staff of the Army, and in all of my talks and my 
appearances before congressional committees, I have stressed re- 
peatedly the importance of an invulnerable, effective, retaliatory 
effort as a part, one facet, of our overall military capabilities, and I 
do believe in that firmly. 

I do believe also that nuclear weapons are not the panacea—the 
cure-all—of all military problems; that there are situations which can 
develop in which nuclear weapons might or might not have to be used; 
and the responsibility and the authority for the use of these weapons 
ls quite clear. 
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It is not vested in the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, J]; is 
vested in the President of the United States. 

Senator Case. But I think everyone would expect that prior to the 
President being confronted with such a decision, he would have some 
recommendation. 

General Lemnitzer. Any recommendations that I would make on 
the situation would be based solely upon the national interest and the 
circumstances existing at the time. 

Senator Case. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman RussEe.u. Senator Cannon has a question. 

Senator Cannon. General, do you believe that we have a balance 
now that you think is necessary? 

General Lemnirzer. The need for balance is shifting, in my 
opinion, Senator Cannon. I think that, as I have advocated, as 
Chief of Staff of the Army, I have advocated a greater emphasis op 
the ability to wage limited war. I believe that emphasis is now 
taking place. 

I believe that shift of emphasis is now taking place in actions and 
programs that were started some time ago, based upon the resources 
that the Congress has made available. 

But there is nothing static in this field. We are going through a 
very important transition in the balance between manned bombers 
and missiles particularly in the large missile field. 

But in comparing retaliatory effort and the ability to fight effee- 
tively in actions less than general war, | believe that we are placing 
greater emphasis in that area and I have been a strong advocate of it, 
as you know. 

Senator Cannon. So that you would not contemplate any major 
recommendations other than along the lines in which we are now 
proceeding? 

General Lemnitrzer. I think we are proceeding generally in the 
right direction now. There may be further shifts of emphasis in the 
future. I do not knew what will materialize in the next program 
submitted by the Defense Department. 

Senator Cannon. Thank you. 

Chairman Russe.u. Thank you, General Lemnitzer. 

Senator THurmMonpb. Mr. Chairman, could I ask a few questions? 

Chairman Russexu. Oh, indeed, yes. 

Senator THurMoND. General Lemnitzer, in your statement you 
said you would not place one service above another in your position. 

Since your background in Army, would there be any hesitancy, 
however, on your part to make recommendations that might tend to 
bring the Army more into the picture, if you felt it should be brought 
into the picture? 

General Lemnitzer. No, sir. 

Senator THurMoND. I want to say this. In my opinion, I think 
we have got to be better prepared for limited wars. 1 think we have 
got to have men; we have got to have modern equipment. 

There would not be any hesitancy on your part for fear someone 
would criticize you, having Army background, to make recommenda- 
tions if you honestly felt those recommendations were necessary to 
improve the defense of this country? 

General Lemnitzer. No; I would not hesitate at all to make such 
a recommendation, nor would I hesitate to make a similar recom- 
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mendation, if I felt that the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, or the 
Marine Corps required attention or action which | felt was necessary. 

I have had the good fortune of being a unified commander in the 
Far East and commander in chief of the Far East and United Nations 
Commands and I have dealt with this very type of problem before. 
[ have at times advocated bolstering of strength of Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marine Corps, of those commands based upon the prob- 
lems which confronted me at that time. 

Senator THuURMOND. In other words, you would be _ perfectly 
objective about the matter and act in accordance with your judgment 
regardless of which service was affected in any way? 

General LemnitzerR. That is right, sir. 

Senator THuURMOND. Now, with regard to the 1958 Reorganization, 
is it your opinion that that greatly improved the transmission of 
orders and facilitated operations in the field? 

General LemnitrzeER. I am sure of it, based on the experience 
ained thus far. As I pointed out before, our experience is 
still limited, but I do see the more rapid transmission of directives 
and instructions than under the old system, and I understood that to 
be one of the major purposes of the Reorganization Act. 

The channel is crystal clear, and it is direct from the commander 
in chief through the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
to the unified commanders. It is just that simple and that direct. 

Senator THurMoND. After you have become Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Chiefs have had an opportunity to wit- 
ness the operations under the reorganization, then I presume you 
would be in a position to make such recommendations as are necessary 
to improve the situation? 

General Lemnitzer. That is correct. 

As I pointed out earlier, Senator Thurmond, I presently have no 
specific recommendations of that kind, but if, based upon the experi- 
ence that I gain, I see areas in which our operations may be further 
improved, or the responsiveness of our forces may be improved, I will 
not hesitate to make recommendations through the proper channels. 

Senator THurmMonp. Mr. Chairman, I want to say this. I have 
known General Lemnitzer and General Decker, who is sitting here 
with him, for a long number of years, and I think our country is 
fortunate to have General Lemnitzer as the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and General Decker as the Chief of Staff of the Army. 

Both are very capable and outstanding and distinguished Army 
officers, and I feel that our Defense Department is in good hands with 
them serving in those positions. 

General Lemnitzer. Thank you very much, Senator Thurmond. 

Chairman Russet. Senator Bartlett. 

Senator BARTLETT. Just one question, General. 

In response, General, to Senator Case you said that there is no 
need to bring the foot soldier into the sunlight. You said he is there 
now. 

Later you said that there is always the possibility that there will be 
requirement for a shift of emphasis. Do you think there would be 
any possibility of such a shift within our lifetime that would require 
the foot soldier to be placed on the dark side of the moon? 

General Lemnitzer. I would not rule it out as a possibility. 
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However, I am fairly well acquainted with some of the technical 
problems that are involved, and I do not see it as a major problem jn 
our lifetime. 

Now, I would like to go back and clarify the statement regarding 
paw the American edkdier back in the sun. He is in the sun plenty 

ut I was speaking figuratively then. t 

I presume that this question referred to his importance in our mili- 
tary structure. I believe that most people, who understand the prob- 
lems of war and how the ultimate victory is attained, have never 
— their view with regard to the importance that the foot soldier 
plays. 

It is true that, in an effort to gain greater mobility, we are taking 
the soldier off of the ground in many respects in order to move him 
faster, but the ultimate objective of war is to gain control of ground 
and the people who live on it, and the ultimate way of doing it js 
through the foot soldier, supported, of course, by the other services, 

So there is no doubt in that regard. 

Now, with respect to the shift of emphasis, I would not want to 
have the impression established here that in regard to the shift of 
emphasis toward the problem of limited war, that I am referring only 
to the Army’s role in limited war. 

{t has been overlooked too frequently that all of our services have 
a prime, important and vital role to play in the conduct of limited 
war, just as all of the services have a major role to play in the conduct 
of general war; and, indeed, I consider that all of the services have 
an important role to play in the cold war. 

Senator Bartrietrt. I want to join with Senator Thurmond in his 
declaration as to the need for improving our capacity to engage in 
limited wars, and I would like to join the other Senators, General, 

in saying that I believe the United States is fortunate in having vou 
succeed that dedicated American, General Twining, as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs. 

General Lemnirzer. Thank you, Senator Bartlett. 

Chairman Russextu. Any further questions? 

Thank you, General Lemnitzer. 
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NOMINATION OF GEN. GEORGE HENRY DECKER FOR AP- 
POINTMENT AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY 


Chairman Russe.u. We also have before the committee this morn- 
ing Gen. George Henry Decker, w os has been appointed as Chief of 
Staff of the Army for a term of 2 years. 

I have known General Dee coe = a number of years. He is an 
officer of broad experience and great capacity. 

General, I am sure that the committee would be interested in a 
brief statement of your background and experience, and then we may 
have a few questions for you. 


STATEMENT OF GEN. GEORGE HENRY DECKER, NOMINEE FOR 
APPOINTMENT AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY 


General Decker. Yes, sir. 

I have a complete statement which I will leave for the record. I 
will brief it here. 

(The nomination reference and biographical information concern- 


ing General Decker follow:) 
NOMINATION REFERENCE AND REPORT 


In EXeEcuTIvE SEssIon, 
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
August 18 (legislative day, August 11), 1960. 

Ordered That the following nomination be referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services: 

General George Henry Decker, United States Army, for appointment as Chief 
of Staff, United States Army, for a term of two years, vice General Lyman L. 
Lemnitzer, United States Army. 


GEN. GEORGE HENRY DECKER 


George H. Decker was born in Catskill, N.Y., February 16, 1902. He gradu- 
ated from Lafayette College, Pennsylvania, with a bachelor of science degree 
(economics) in 1924. His military career began June 15, 1924, when he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry in the Regular Army. His first 
assignment was at Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y., with the 26th Infantry. In April 
Sed he was transferred to Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, for duty with the 35th 
nfantry. 

He returned to the United States in September 1931 to attend the company 
officer’s course of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga. Upon graduation, 
he remained at Fort Benning for duty with the 29th Infantry. In June 1935, he 
was transferred to Vancouver Barracks, Wash., where he commanded Company 
C, 7th Infantry. 

In August 1936 General Decker was selected for attendance at the Command 
and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and upon graduation served 
with the 10th Infantry ‘at. Fort Thomas, Ky., and Fort McClellan, Ala. In 
September 1940 he joined the 9th Infs antry Division at Fort Br agg, N.C., and in 
December established Headquarters Company, I Corps, serving as its first com- 
manding officer at Fort Jackson, 8.C. He later was designated assistant supply 
and logistics officer of I Corps. In December 1941 he was detailed to the Nar 
Department General Staff in Washington, D.C., with duty in the Office of the 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G4. 
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Following the outbreak of World War II, General Decker was transfe 
Fort Sam Houston, Tex., for duty with the 3d Army as deputy chief of 
August 1942. In February 1943 he was ordered to the Southwest Pac 
to become deputy chief of staff of 6th Army, and served in this capacity 
out the New Guinea campaign, the operations to recapture Leyte, Mindoro, and 
Luzon in the Philippine Islands, and during the early phases of the occupation 
of Japan. 

Upon inactivation of 6th Army in January 1946, General Decker returned to 
Washington, D.C., for assignment to Headquarters, Army Ground Forces and 
2 months later was transferred to Army Service Forces Headquarters, In July 
1946 he was appointed deputy commander and chief of staff of U.S. Army Forees 
Middle Pacific, with station in Hawaii. : 

In June 1948 he returned once again to the United States to assume command 
of the 5th Infantry Division at Fort Jackson, S.C. In March 1950, he was 
assigned to the Office of the Chief of Staff of the Army for duty with the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Army, and the following month was designated Chief 
of the Budget Division. General Decker was named Comptroller of the Army 
in May 1952. ' 

Following almost 3 years as Comptroller, he proceeded to Europe as command. 
ing general, VII Corps, in Stuttgart, Germany, in February 1955. Commanding 
VII Corps until June 1956, he then was selected to become deputy commander jn 
chief, U.S. European Command at Camp des Loges, France, General ‘Decker 
departed Europe for Korea to become commander in chief, United Nations 
Command/commander, U.S. Forces, Korea/commanding general, 8th U.S. Army 
on July 1, 1957. r 

General Decker assumed duties as Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, August 1, 
1959. 

General Decker and his wife, Mrs. Helen Inman Decker, have one son, James I. 
and one daughter, Mrs. Jane E. Francisco. 
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PERSONAL DATA 


Date and place of birth: February 16, 1902, Catskill, N.Y. 

Parents: Deceased. 

Marriage: Date: June 2, 1926, Plattsburgh, N.Y.; wife: Helen Inman; children: 
James I., General Electric Co., Schenectady, N.Y.; Jane E. Francisco, married 
to Capt. Allan J. Francisco, U.S. Army. 

Official address: The Adjutant General, Department of the Army, Washing- 
ton 25, D.C. 

EDUCATION 
Lafayette College, 1924. 
The Infantry School (company officers’ course), 1932. 
Command and General Staff School, 1937. 
National War College (equivalent). 


CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF PROMOTIONS 


Promotions 


Temporary | Permanent 
(AUS) | (RA) 


2d lieutenant --...........- 


es bate bide dneninaaatcaccteinunissivendssniiniathocanepsas June 15, 1924 
ist lieutenant_-_..--- 


ae alae la nighiisRunmadbnittclemiiduaeail Apr. 6, 1930 
RE tes ote sn 2 Pes cutcoueeee ake at pee ee RED IME Pe Aug. 1,1935 
REMERON al Lin ebbhabedsinausUndeuen sce He oth bathe Jan. 31,1941 | June 15, 1941 
I PURINE 4 5... nedaumies>athdnlicnitdaoendous as | Dee. 24,1941 | June 15, 1947 
Colonel_.--_--- 


aie ---| Oct. 1,1942 | June 10, 1948 
a Satins on ..-| Aug. 14,1944 | Apr. 24, 1953 

Major general eet hea ey : thane etal xe Seas June 7,1945 | July 12,1954 

Lieutenant general f 


th alee tidianttnt idee inthe enccnpnigtaaidan bes ee SE 
General al Rai Enea tas ii aaa i May 31, 1956 


Brigadier general - _-- 


DOE 


SE ae 
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a 


onth Infant 
goth Infant 
The Infant 
sath Infan' 
ath Infanti 
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joth Infan 
oth Infant 
Headquar 
Assistant 
Office, AS 
ington, 
Deputy ¢ 
Deputy 
Chief of s 
Headqua 
Headqua 
Deputy | 
Pacific 
Commal 
Office, 
Chief, B 
jngton 
Comptt 
Comma 
Deputy 
Loges 
Comm: 
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—_—_ 
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Silve 
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Gen 
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Aw 


a 


b 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ASSIG 


Assignments 


NMENTS 


From— 


To— 





oh Infantry, Plattsburgh, Barracks, N.Y 
S entry, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii 
The Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ga-- 
ooth Infantry, Fort Benning, Ga--... 
“th Infantry, Vancouver Barracks, Wash-__--..-....----.- Rei naa te 
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans- --- 
joth Infantry, Fort Thomas, Ky. and Fort McClellan, Ala.-.--..- 
gh Infantry Division, Fort Bragg, N.C ; 
Headquarters Company, I Corps, Fort Jackson, 8.C 
Assistant supply and logistics officer, I Corps, Fort Jackson, 8.C 
Office, doetan Chief of Staff for Supply, War Department, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 
sass Chief of Staff, 3d Army, Fort Sam Houston, Tex---._-.--- 
Deputy Chief of Staff, 6th Army, Southwest Pacific_..-.-.-----.-. 
Chief of staff, 6th Army, Southwest Pacific. nonpde hn on 
Headquarters, Army Ground Forces, Fort MeNair, D.C 
Headquarters, Army Service Forces, Ww ashington, OR tng ie oe 
Deputy commander and chief of staff, U.S. Army Forces, Middle 
Pacific, Hawaii. oie 5 
Commanding general, 5th Infantry Division, Fort Jackson, 8.C_-- 
Office, Comptroller of the Army, Washington, D.C__--_--_.-- 
Chief, Budget Division, Office, Comptroller of the Army, Wash- 
ington, D.C. ¥ ig 
Comptroller of the Army, Washington, D.C__....----------------- 
Commanding general, VII Corps, Stuttgart, Germany---_-..------- 
Deputy commander in chief, U.S. European Command, Camp des 
Loges, France. F 
Commander in chief, United Nations Command/commander, U.S. 
Forces, Korea/commanding general, 8th U.S. Army, Seoul, 
Korea. 
Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C-__-----.---..-.-- 


June 1924_ _- 
Appell 1928... .....-. 
September 1931_-_- 
I Fh enanrees 
pulee 19e.2-s~-- 

August 1936... -.- 
JULY Ine ..2-s..- 

September 1940___. 
December 1940_--. 


February 1943_.._- 
| ee 


March 1946_....--- 
June 1948 


March 1950_.....-- 
April 1950_....-.-- 


May 1952 -- 


January 1946-_-~--__| 
July 1946_.......-- 
| February 1950. 


February 1955...-- 
J0ne 066. ....5-5-4 


Jaly 1087 5.0255 ks 


March 1928. 
August 1931. 
May 1932. 

May 1935. 

July 1936. 

June 1937. 
August 1940. 
November 1940. 


November 1941. 
July 1942, 


January 1943. 
April 1944. 
January 1946. 
February 1946, 
June 1946. 
May 1948. 


April 1950. 
| April 1952. 


January 1955. 
May 1956. 
June 1957. 


July 1959. 
} 





August 1959__-._.. 








—— 


LIST OF CITATIONS AND DECORATIONS 


Distinguished Service Medal 
Silver Star 
Legion of Merit 
Bronze Star Medal (Meritorious) 
BADGES 
General Staff Identification Badge 


SERVICE MEDALS 


American Defense Service Medal 
American Campaign Medal 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal 
World War II Victory Medal 

Army Occupation Medal (Germany) 
National Defense Service Medal 
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation 
Philippine Liberation Medal 


PERSONAL 


BACKGROUND MATERIAL 


Interests and hobbies.—General Decker is keenly interested in sports as a morale 


and health builder, and enjoys golf as his favorite. 


bowling and enjoys hunting, chess, and stamp collecting. 


Civic activities. 
Religion.—Protestant (Episcopalian). 


General Decker. I was born in Catskill, N.Y.., 


He is also very active in 


Phi Gamma Delta, Masons, B.P.O.E. (Elks) (former member). 


in 1902. 


I attended Lafayette College in Easton, Pa.; was graduated in 1924; 
and then commissioned a lieutenant in the Infantry of the U.S. 


Army. 


My first 17 years were spent with troop units, with the exception 
of a year at Benning in 1931-32 at the Infantry School; and 1936-37, 
attending the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leaven- 


worth, Kans. 
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In 1941, I was assigned to the War Department General Staff, ~ 

I left it in August 1942 to become Deputy Chief of Staff of — 
Army, San Antonio, Tex. 

I went overseas in early 1943 as Deputy Chief of Staff of the 
Army, which was activated with its nucleus from the 3d Army, 

At the end of World War II, I was the Chief of Staff of the 
Army for General Walter Kr ueger in the Southwest Pacific. a 

My war experience included service in Australia, New Guinea, the 
Philippines, and | ended up in the war in Japan in the army of ocel 
tion. Bs) 

I returned to the United States in February of 1946, and was 
assigned to the War Department General Staff. 

In June of that year I again went overseas to Hawaii where J 
deputy commander and Chief of Staff for General Hull. 

In 1948, I returned to the United States and commanded the § 
Infantry Division at Fort Jackson, S.C. 

In 1950, I was detailed as budget officer of the Department of § 
Army; and served in that capacity until 1952, when I was m 
Comptroller of the Army. 

In February of 1955, 1 went to Europe and assumed command 
the VII Corps. 

In May of 1956, I was assigned as Deputy U.S. Commanders 
Chief, Europe, under General Gruenther. I served in that cape 
for a year; went to Korea and took over the United Nations Comma 7 : 
from General Lemnitzer » and the 8th Army from Gen. I. D. White a® 

I served in Korea for 2 years. a 

The Ist of August of last year, I became Vice Chief of Staff, th 
position I now hold. 

Chairman RusseE.u. It is interesting to note, I believe, Gene 
Decker, you are the first man who is not a gt raduate of the Mili 
Academy to be nominated to Chief of Staff since Gen. George Marsh 

General Decker. I believe that is correct, sir. 

Chairman Russell. Any questions for General Decker? 

Senator Stennis. I want to know how long he was a second 
lieutenant. a 

General Decker. I was a second lieutenant for 6 long years. q 

Senator Stennis. Then how long a first lieutenant? 

General Decker. I was a first lieutenant for 5 years. 4 

Senator Srennis. That seems to be a long time, but I believe that) 
is one of the reasons why you are where you are now, that seasoning,” 

General Decker. I agree with you, Senator. What you learn at” 
at the company level is something that you never lose. 

Chairman Russexw. If there are no further questions, we thank 
both of you gentlemen for your appearances here this morning. 

General Lemnitzer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Russety. The committee will now go into executive 
session. 

(Whereupon, at 11:15 a.m., the committee went into executive 7 
session and approved the nominations of General Lemnitzer and Gens 
eral Decker, which were confirmed by the Senate on August 27, 1960.) 
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